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Waste Audit # 1

Why do a waste survey? 

A waste survey helps us work out how much and what type of waste created in your school. This can help identify a suitable waste reduction project. For the Green Leaders project you will be working to collect information before and after your project.  

Using the following worksheets you will estimate the weight, volume and type of waste produced by your school. This activity is best run in the afternoon using waste from most of the day. Try and select a calm day or sheltered location, as wind can result in littering the schools grounds. 

Please note:  Staff and students should wear gloves & enclosed shoes at all times, and wash hands thoroughly at the end of the activity.
Survey Method: 

Part one- Sorting waste: 

· Collate Equipment: gloves/ tongs/ tarp/ calculator/ buckets or containers/ clipboard/ recording sheets and pens for each group
· Select Bins for Audit: we recommend sampling either 10% or 25% of all bins from different parts of the school.
· Form Groups: (groups of 4-5 work best) & nominate the team leader, scribe, ‘weigher’, sorter and monitor for each group

· Spread and Sort: waste on tarp using gloves and tongs: Compostable/ Recycling/ Other

Part two- Recording waste:

· Weigh and record waste weight: Using the electronic scales, fill buckets and weigh each waste type (remember to tare the bucket) recording the weight on the record sheet

· Record waste volume: (tally of buckets) on the record sheet

· Empty the waste back into the bin/ or appropriate location
Part three- Putting it all together

· Calculate the total waste weight from your audit  (add together the recyclables, food and general waste). Calculate this is for a whole year, and per student.

· Were you surprised with the findings? What could be done better? How? Create a plan.
· Promote your findings in your school newsletter, local newspaper, school website/ FB page

Waste Audit #1 Group Recording Sheet

Name of School   _________________________________ Date & time ____________________ 

Group members:___________________________________________________________________

What is your school’s population? ______________ Teacher’s name _____________________

What type of bin are you sampling? (recycling, general, other)_________________________

	Waste Survey
	Compostable 
	Recyclables 
	Landfill
	Total 

	Volume 

(Tally Buckets)


	
	
	
	

	Weight (kg)
	1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

TOTAL:
	1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

TOTAL:
	1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

TOTAL:
	


Were you surprised with the contents of the bin? How?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Return the bin contents either back the bin or in to the correct bins (
Clean and return all the waste audit equipment (
Join together as a class to complete the rest of the calculations. The calculations can be done by one group or the teacher and be presented.

 Putting it all together:

Add together the Total of ALL Group Findings

	Waste Survey
	Compostable 
	Recyclables 
	Landfill
	Notes

	Group 1
	kg

buckets
	kg

buckets
	kg

buckets
	

	Group 2
	kg

buckets
	kg

buckets
	kg

buckets
	

	Group 3
	kg

buckets
	kg

buckets
	kg

buckets
	

	Group 4
	kg

buckets
	kg

buckets
	kg

buckets
	

	TOTAL
	kg

buckets
	kg

buckets
	kg

buckets
	


· Calculate the total waste weight from your audit  (add together the recyclables, food and general waste)

· Finally calculate the total tonnes of waste your school generates a year. It might be helpful to compare this weight to a car (or similar). The average family car weights around one tonne. 

How much waste per person does your school produce? 

What were you surprised about?

What could be done better? How?

Who needs to know?

What next..?

This waste audit was developed by Jane Grebert, Sustainable Schools NSW for the MidWaste Green Leaders program. 
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